
68  Chapter   5

expression modifies the earlier syntax: (i) it inserts a pound sign at the beginning of the ‘trace.label’ argument, 
causing R to skip that line, and (ii) suppresses the default legend by adding the argument, ‘legend = F’. It also 
makes a minor cosmetic change to the ‘main’ argument.

A more expansive multiple-line chart appears (Figure 5.2). This graph is more visually appealing than our 
earlier effort. Before adding a legend, take note of these facts: Respondents with gay acquaintances (“Yes” on  
sexl.orient.famfrnds.f) are represented by the dashed line in Figure 5.2; respondents without gay acquaintances 
(“No”) are represented by the solid line. In all R plotting commands, a dashed line is line type 2, and a solid line 
is line type 1. To view R’s full menu of line types, run the function, lineType( ). Type the function as it appears 
here, with empty parentheses.

The legend function produces a customized legend for any plot in the active graphics window. 
Consequently, as we have done here, to use the legend function, you first produce a legendless graph in the 
graphics window, and then run the legend syntax. The generic legend syntax:

legend (location, legend, legend.options)
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Figure 5.1  Multiple-Line Chart with Numeric Dependent Variable

Type a pound sign (‘#’) at the beginning of the 
“trace.label” argument. R will ignore the argument.

Suppresses the default legend


